2006 Johnson County Facts About Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drug Use 

Taken from the 2006 Kansas Communities that Care Student Survey
Five Key Influences contribute to a young person’s risk of alcohol, tobacco & other drug (ATOD) abuse

1.  Favorable Parental Attitudes Concerning ATOD Use
        4.  Friends Who Use ATOD

2.  Community Laws and Norms Favorable to ATOD Use      5.  Favorable Youth Attitudes Concerning ATOD Use
3.  Perceived Availability of ATOD
 
Parental and Other Adult Attitudes Favorable Toward Use:

· The percentage of Jo Co students (grades 6th, 8th, 10th and 12th) who report personally knowing “at least one” adult who has “gotten drunk or high” during the past year continued to rise for the third straight year, from 59% to 61.7% in 2006.  
· Almost half (48.7%) of Jo Co 12th graders and 43.5% of Jo Co 10th graders know least one adult who used marijuana, crack, cocaine or other illicit drug in the past year.  
· One quarter (24.8%) of Jo Co 12th graders report personally knowing an adult who has sold or dealt drugs in the past year. Overall, 18.7% of students (6th, 8th, 10th and 12th grade) reported personally knowing an adult who has sold or dealt drugs in the past year.
· When asked “How wrong do your parents feel it would be for you to drink beer, wine or liquor on a regular basis?” 7.7% Jo Co 12th grade students reported Not Wrong At All.  

Community Norms and Favorable Attitudes Toward Use
Students who believe they will experience negative consequences from alcohol/drug use are less likely to use.

· 65.9% of 8th graders, 79.7% of 10th graders and 82.2% of 12th graders reported that they would NOT be caught by police if they were drinking alcohol in their neighborhood.  Overall, 66.4% of the Jo Co students (grades 6th, 8th, 10th and 12th) report that they would NOT be caught by police if they were drinking alcohol in their neighborhood.  
· Less than one-quarter (23.9%) of Johnson County 12th graders think they would be caught by police if they were using marijuana.  Overall, 55.8% of Jo Co students (6th, 8th, 10th and 12th grade) responded that they would NOT be caught by police if they were using marijuana.

· Students in Johnson County believe that most adults in their neighborhood think it is wrong for kids to smoke cigarettes (95.2%), drink alcohol (95.7%) and use marijuana (97.9%).

Perceived Availability:

· Half (51%) of the County’s seniors and 33% of sophomores report it would be “very easy” to get alcohol.  . 

· Almost half (48.3%) of the County’s 12th graders report it would be “very easy” to get marijuana. 

· 35.8% of Jo Co 10th grades reported it was “very easy” to get cigarettes and 34.7% reported it was “very easy” to get marijuana.

· Overall 24.7% of students reported it was “very easy” to get marijuana, higher than the state average of 21.4%.  28.1% of students reported it was “very easy” to get alcohol and 35% reported “very easy” to get cigarettes.
Friends Who Use:

· 67.9% of Jo Co 10th graders and 84% of seniors report alcohol use by "at least one of their four best friends” in the past year.  This is an increase for both grades compared to 2005 (67% for 10th and 80.6% for 12th).  Overall, half (50.6%) of Jo Co students (6th, 8th, 10th and 12th graders) reported “at least one of their four best friends” has used alcohol in the past year.
· Slightly less than half (44.3%) of the County’s sophomores report “at least one of their four best friends” have used marijuana.  59.3% of 12th graders also reported “at least one of their four best friends” have used marijuana, higher than the state average of 49.2%
Youth Attitudes Concerning ATOD Use:

· One quarter (26%) of the County’s seniors believe it is “not wrong at all” for students their age to use alcohol regularly.  Overall, 11.5% of Jo Co students believe it is “not wrong at all” for students their age to use alcohol regularly.
· 17.7% of 12th graders reported that it is “not wrong at all” for students their age to use marijuana, higher than the state average of 12.1%.
Additional Statistics:
· 55% of Jo Co students (6th, 8th, 10th and 12th graders) reported that when they are an adult they will drink beer, wine or liquor.  7.4% reported they will smoke cigarettes as an adult and 7.7% reported they will use marijuana as an adult.
· 20.4% of Jo Co students (6th, 8th, 10th and 12th graders) reported that they would be seen as “cool” if they made a commitment to stay drug free.  9.4% of Jo Co 12th graders and only 18.8% of 8th graders reported they would be seen as “cool” if they made a commitment to stay drug free.
2006 Johnson County Report

Kansas Communities That Care Student Survey 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drug Use
Tobacco Use Continues to Decline:

· The average age of first tobacco use by Johnson County students increased this year from 12.77 years to 13.03 years. The state average age also increased from 12.38 years to 12.46 years.

· Smoking rates among the County’s 6th, 8th, 10th and 12th graders decreased again this year. Results showed that 6.3% of 6th grades, 20% of 8th grades, 33.8% of 10th graders and 49.3% of 12th graders have smoked.
· Students in Johnson County on average use smokeless tobacco less (11.6%) than the state average (15.4%).

Alcohol Use Continues to Decrease, But Remains a Problem:

· This year, Johnson County teens reported delaying first use of alcohol to 13.28 years of age, up from 13.09 years in 2005. The state average also rose slightly from 12.85 years to 12.91 years.

· The average age of regular use for alcohol is 14.83 years of age, higher than the state average of 14.49 years.

· The percentage of Johnson County 12th graders who report they think that it is “not wrong at all” for someone their age to drink alcohol remained steady at 26%. 

· 20.4% of the County’s 12th graders report having been drunk or high at school in the past year. This continues to decrease from 21.2% last year but remains higher than the state average of 18.3%.

· 40.3% of Jo Co 10th graders and 57.6% of 12th graders reported having used alcohol within the past 30 days.  Overall, 31.9% of 6th, 8th, 10th and 12th grade students have used alcohol in the past 30 days.
· Local students continue to have a significant likelihood of binge drinking.  37.8% of all Johnson County 12th graders report they have had five or more alcoholic drinks in a row within the past two weeks (binge drinking), which is a decrease from 38.4% in 2005. This continues to be higher than the state average of 35.5%.
Other Drugs: Meth, Esctasy, LSD, Cocaine and Inhalants, and Especially Marijuana Still Problematic: 
· Johnson County students continue to report first using marijuana before their fourteenth birthdays, at age 14.10.  This is an increase from last year’s 13.94.  The state average age remained the same at 13.70 years.

· The percentage of County 12th graders who report having used marijuana at least once in their lifetime remained steady at 44.7% in 2006. This remains higher than the state average of 37.3%.

· 14.7% of Jo Co 10th graders and 21.4% of 12th graders reported having used marijuana within the past 30 days.  Both are higher than the state average (13.2% for 10th grade, 16.2% for 12th).

· 17.7% of the county’s seniors think it is “not wrong at all” for someone their age to use marijuana, even though 93.10% indicate that they believe smoking marijuana on a regular basis is harmful.

· 5.7% of Jo Co 12th graders reported having used methamphetamine at least once in their lifetime.  2.4% have used within the past 30 days.

· The number of County 12th graders who report having “sold illegal drugs” at least once during the past year was 8.9%, higher than the state average of 7.4%.  19.3% of 12th graders report knowing a friend who has sold illegal drugs, higher than the state average of 16.3%.
· The percentage of Johnson County 12th graders who reported having used LSD or other psychedelics in their lifetime decreased from 10.9% to 10.5%.

· 5.6% of Jo Co 10th graders and 8.3% of 12th graders reported using ecstasy (MDMA) at least once in their lifetime.  This is a slight increase from 2005 (4.90% of 10th graders and 7.3% of 12th graders).
· The percentage of County 12th graders who report personally knowing at least one adult who has used marijuana, crack, cocaine or other drugs in the past year decreased to 48.7% from 53%. One-quarter (24.8%) of 12th graders know an adult who has sold or dealt drugs.

· The County’s 8th graders reported a decrease in inhalant use, such as sniffing glue or breathing the contents of an aerosol can from 17.2% in 2005 to 16.90 in 2006.  
· Overall, inhalant use has remained steady this year at 12.4% for lifetime use and 4.1% for 30-day use among 6th, 8th, 10th and 12th graders.
· 23.3% of the County’s 12th graders report that at least one of their “four best friends” has used LSD, cocaine, amphetamines or other illicit drug.  

· 8.6% of Jo Co 12th graders have reported using cocaine or crack at least once in their lifetime, higher than the state average of 7.8%.  3.7% of seniors have used within the past 30 days.
· 71% of Jo Co students (6th, 8th, 10th and 12th grade) have made a commitment to stay drug-free within the past 12 months.
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